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I) Context of the project 

GTL is a joint project of  

•  WCC, represented by ETE 

•  and Globethics.net 

The project started early 2010. 
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I) Context of the project: WCC/
ETE 

Programme founded in 1958 (TEF) to relate  

-  universities, theological faculties, theological colleges and Bible schools in 
all world regions 

-  some 30/40 regional associations of theological schools 

-  theological library associations  

-  Churches and mission agencies and their commissions to ministerial 
formation and theological education 

-  In order to enhanace 

-  Ecumenical theological education 

-  Theological knowledge transfer between the regions 

-  Better resources for ministerial formation and theological education 

-  - sharing of curriculum resources for TEE programmes 
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I) Context of the project: 
Globethics.net 

•  Foudation created in 2004, by Prof. Dr. Christoph 
Stueckelberger 

•  Mission: empower people from all regions of the world, 
especially in developing and transition countries, for ethical 
dialogue, reflection and action, by:   

•  Providing access to knowledge resources on ethics through 
our Global Digital Library on Ethics 

•  Facilitating networking on ethics in our Globethics.net 
online community of persons and organizations 

•  Stimulating global collaborative research on selected fields 
such as business ethics, interreligious ethics and responsible 
leadership  
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I) Context of the project: 
Globethics.net 

Facts and Figures for the Globethics.net Global Library on 
Ethics:  

•  More than 17’500 registered participants 

•  Website visits from 222 countries 

•  More than 730’000 full-text documents available for free for 
registered individual users: multilingual, multi-religious, 
multi-cultural 
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II) Needs and Challenges for 
GTL 

1)   Needs of theological colleges of growing churches in the 
South for quality resources for theological education and 
research 

2)   Imbalance between theological knowledge transfer between 
the North and South, the West and the East 

3)   Access problems to existing digital content providers for 
theological libraries (too expensive for the majority of 
theological colleges in the South)  

4)   Digital divide shrinking between the different world regions 
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II) Needs and Challenges for 
GTL 

5) global portal for a digital theological library promises to be cost-
saving and faster in implementation than physical libraries 

6) plenty of theological resources available already for free in the 
internet, but in dispersed places  

7) GlobTheoLib as a multi-directional system of communication – 
creating more visibility for theological knowledge from churches of 
the South 

8) GlobTheoLib as one common platform offering better chances for 
increased interreligious dialogue and interdisciplinary research in 
theology and religious studies 

9) Making accessible TEE resources for remote areas 
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GTL plays a unique role and fills a gap in the market  while 
offering 

•  Full text (not only references) 

•  Access for free (also to licensed content) 

•  Contemporary content (not only historical) 

•  Wealth of resources in one place (« One stop shop »)  

•  Worldwide networking and documentation service 

•  Interactive Web 2.0 facilities for exchange and sharing of      
information/knowledge (wikis, blogs, online communities etc.) 

II) Needs and Challenges for GTL 
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III) Vision, Mission, Values 

1. Funding conviction   - access to knowledge for 
    dialogue and peace 

2. Vision    - global leading platform 

3. Mission    - access 
    - network 
    - research 

4. Values    - sharing 
    - respect 
    - participation 
    - responsibility 
    - transparency 
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IV) Target Groups and Benefits 
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IV) Target Groups and Benefits 
1)   Individual users          - upload/download full-text sources; 

2)   Theological libraries                         - specialized theological collections;  

3)   Associations theological libraries       - common global platform; 

4)   Associations of theological schools    - MTh+DTh thesis papers; e-courses; 

5)   Churches and specialized ministries  – strengthening common research;  

6)   Content providers    - wider spectrum of users;  

7)   Regional ecumenical organizations    - documentation of ecum. archives 

8)   Funding partners    - support more visibility of theology 

      and social developments in  

      the South 
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V) Features, Content 

A)   Main Features 

 - interdenominational and ecumenical 
 - full-text 
 - for free 
 - access from everywehere 
 - two ways: access and submit 
 - multilingual 
 - global with focus on Global South 
 - one portal 
 - network / research related 
 - special collections 
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V) Features, Content 

B) Content 

 - Selected content   - thematic relevance 
     - full-text 
     - metadata 
     - North-South balance 
     - multilingualism 

 - Organized content 

 - Sources    - commercial providers 
     - open repositories 
     - GlobTheoLib individual participants 
     - journals e-publishing  
     - institutions (special collections) 
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VI)  Website, Network, Registration 
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V) Website, Network, Registration 

http://www.dev.globethics.net/web/guest/globtheolib/about 

A) Website 
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V) Website, Network, Registration 

B) Registration 



6/28/12 Globethics.net / WCC – GTL Workshop 
– September 16-18, 2010 



6/28/12 

V) Website, Network, Registration 

C) Network 
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VI) Consortium, Governing Structure
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VI) Consortium, Governing Structure 

A) Consortium Composition: type of institutions 

a) Theological educational network/institution from 
Global South 

b) Theological educational network/institution from 
Global North 

c) Theological library association from Global South 

d) Theological library association from Global North  

e) Association of theological publishers 

f) Donor institution 

g) Regional or global ecumenical or confessional council/
federation of churches and mission organizations    

6/28/12 
Globethics.net / WCC – WCC Central Committee Meeting – February 17, 2011 



VI) Consortium, Governing Structure 

B) Consortium Composition: member institutions 

•  World Council of Churches 

•  Globethics.net 

•  Anglican World Communion 

•  Christian Conference of Asia 

•  Conference of Orthodox Theological Schools 

•  Forum of Asian Theological Librarian 

•  Foundation for Theological Education in South East Asia 

•  Institut Catholique de Paris 

•  Lutheran World Federation…  
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VI) Consortium, Governing Structure 

B) Consortium Composition: member institutions 

•  … Red Latinoamericana de Información Teológica 

•  University Institute ISEDET (Argentina) 

•  University Library of Tübingen (VirTheo) 

•  Volos Academy for Theological Studies 

•  World Communion of Reformed Churches 

•  World Conference of Associations of Theological 
Institutions 

•  World Methodist Council  
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VI) Consortium, Governing Structure 

C) Governing Structure 

Consor&um	  
Commi+ee	  

Programme	  
Leadership	  

Staff	  

Advisory	  Commi+ee	  

Strategic decisions 

Implementation  decisions 

Execution of decisions 

Support on specific  
projects/tasks 
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What you can do 
-  Share information about GlobTheoLib 
-  Provide theological content for GlobTheoLib 
-  Explore partnership or membership with GlobTheolib 
- Identify special collections of theological texts for GTL 
- Use Globethics.net and (after August 2011) GTL in theological courses 
teacher training seminars 
- Give advice on funding partners for GlobTheoLib 
- Get existing digital collections of theological content linked to 
GlobTheoLib 
- Provide electronic versions of theological dissertations and thesis 
papers for GTL 
- Encourage Christian publishers to allow books to be published 
electronically via GlobTheoLib after one year of print version 
circulated 
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Contact info: Programme Leadership Group 

Prof. Dr. Christoph Stueckelberger, Director and Founder, 
Globethics.net, stueckelberger@globethics.net  
Dr. Rev. Dietrich Werner, Director, WCC/ETE, 
dietrich.werner@wcc-coe.org  
Andreas Waldvogel, Library Coordinator, WCC, 
Andreas.Waldvogel@wcc-coe.org  
Amélie Vallotton Preisig, e-Librarian, Globethics.net, 
vallotton@globethics.net  
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   danke   
 thank you   asante sana merci
    gracias    
 terima kasi 
   grazie 


